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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To maintain nearly the specified flying height 
of the slider in the radial direction of a reading 
medium, thereby averting the adhesion of dust on an 
inflow side bearing surface and suppressing the 
fluctuation in the flying height with the external 
disturbance at the time of seeking. 

CONSTITUTION: This floating head slider' has 'a pair^of 
side rails 15, a cross rail 18 disposed on the inflow 
side of a center rail 20 mounted with a transducer 11 
and inverted step-shaped recessed parts 19 enclosed by 
these rails. Side rails 15 are provided with constricted 
parts 21 nearer the inflow side from the center and have 
a shape which increases in the floating surface width 
toward the outflow side and does not arrive at the 
outflow end. The cross rail 1 8 arrives at the inflow end 
and is formed of nearly the same plane. Tapered parts 
are abolished. Both sides of the inflow end may be 
provided with the second recessed parts. As a result, 
the positive pressure of the side rails is reduced, the 
speed characteristic for floating is thus maintained 
nearly constant even if the negative pressure is 
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